30    STORIES THAT WORDS TELL US.

were still without surnames in the time of James I.,
and even those who had them could easily change
one for another. Once a man got a surname it was
handed on to all his children, as surnames are
to-day.

It is interesting to see in how many different ways
people got their surnames. Sometimes this is easy,
but it is more difficult in other cases.

The first surnames in England were those which
the Norman nobles who came over at the Conquest
handed on from father to son. These people gen-
erally took the name of the place from which they
had come in Normandy. In this way names like
Robert de Courcy (" Robert of Courcy ") came hi;
and many of these names, which are considered
very aristocratic, still remain. We have de Corbet,
de Beauchamp, de Colevilles, and'so on. Sometimes
the de has been dropped. Sometimes, again, people
took their names in the same way from places in
England. We find in old writings names like Adam
de Kent, Robert de Wiltshire, etc. Here, again, the
prefix has been dropped, and the place-name has
been kept as a surname. Kent is quite a well-
known surname, as also are Derby, Buxton, and
many other names of English places.

The Normans introduced another kind of name,
which became very common too. They were a
lively people, like the modern French, and were
very fond of giving nicknames, especially names
referring to people's personal appearance. We get